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Letter from the Chief 

   It is once again a pleasure to provide the Annual Report of Chugiak Volunteer Fire & Rescue. The only admonition is that this past year sucked! I 

often joke that no one ever told me when I accepted this job that it was cold or that it snowed in Alaska. But, what is certainly true is no one warned 

me about earthquakes and pandemics. Unfortunately, the difficulties of 2020 were compounded by some very personal losses. I lost several friends, 

colleagues and mentors including my first “career” lieutenant. It is never easy to say goodbye, but when you’re unable to even travel to bid farewell it 

is even tougher. These facts coupled with the loss of Cliff Gilmore the first Chugiak chief I ever knew, Mike Witman who I came to know as a great 

family man, and my dear friend Scott McClain will make me say to hell with 2020 for years to come. You know what though? This report is not 

going to dwell on the misery associated with 2020. So therefore, you can search this report high and low and I will not reference Covid, SARS, virus, 

or pandemic again. What we will celebrate are the highlights. 

  The commitment and effort of the men and women of CVFR is as strong as any organization with which I’ve ever been affiliated. This was even 

more obvious this year. Members stepped up instead of stepping aside, they looked for additional duties instead of looking for hiding places, and they 

were willing to take whatever precautions were needed to protect the community as much as protect themselves. They hunkered down, they social 

distanced, they screened, they took temps, they administered vaccinations and they wore some crazy get-ups in the name of protective equipment, but 

most of all they continued to serve the citizens of Chugiak. 

  Business as usual was certainly not the theme for 2020. But in hindsight, we did just that. We responded to over 1100 calls with the same 

commitment to the community as we have all come to expect. We chose our theme for 2020 back in February before the “you know what” blew up. 

That theme was STRENGTH. Man, did we not know at that time just how strong we would become.  

  Surely 2021 promises better times for CVFR. Some semblance of normalcy seems to be the catch phrase we are all hearing. I for one am hopeful 

that this normalcy includes family dinners, visits from friends and neighbors, a gift box of cookies delivered to the fire house, bumper time, puppy 

kisses and hugs from those that haven’t hugged in months. But even if those things are delayed awhile longer, we can all rest comfortable knowing 

that CVFR is here to serve.  

Thank each one of you for making Chugiak the best volunteer fire company in Alaska! 

    

Tim Benningfield 
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MISSION STATEMENT 

The Chugiak Volunteer Fire and Rescue Co., Inc. is dedicated to preserving the lives and property of the citizens of Chugiak.  We promote safety 
through community education and our professionally trained volunteers will deliver superior emergency medical services, fire suppression and 

rescue throughout our community. 
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
President Chris Steeves 

Vice-President Chris Wilkins 
Director Gary Davis 

Director Claude Denver 
Director Clifton Dalton 

Secretary Robin Robbins 
Treasurer Jessica Della Croce 

 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
Darryl Parks, Seat A 

Ronni Sullivan, Seat B 
Bill Stoltze, Seat C 

 

 
FULL-TIME STAFF 

Chief Tim Benningfield 
Training Coordinator Chris Wilkins 

Administrative Specialist Renee Mackey 
Maintenance Specialist Keith Koehler 

 
COMMAND STAFF 

Assistant Chief John Della Croce 
Assistant Chief Zach Sullivan 

 
MEDICAL DIRECTOR 

Dr. Mike Levy 
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2020 Duty Crews 

Active Members 
Crew 1  

                          
Captain Zak Overmyer 
LT. Haylee Huck 
LT. Amber Havoc 
Eng. Jack Gilbertsen 
Eng. Ross Carlson 
Darin Swain 
Collin Johanknecht 
Emily Hale 
Aaron Hall 
Colton Fankhouser 
Jamie Miller 
Ned Murphy 
Paul McBride 
River Heisler 
Clifton Dalton 
Alec Hazelton 
 
 

Crew 2 
 
Captain Keith Koehler 
LT. Tim Robbins 
Lt. Brie Hockersmith 
Eng. Quinn Bailey 
Eng. Andy Parker 
Lisa Ingulli   
Ron Henry 
Sydney Burns 
Quincy Lynch 
Logan Igtanloc 
Kinzee Kroeker 
Destiny Woko 
Steven Beelmann  
Karim Chettfour 
Cole Abarr  
Chris Steeves  
 

Crew 3 
 
Captain Jesse Lynch  
LT. Kit McCutcheon 
LT. Mallory Garbe 
Eng. Joanne Meyer 
Eng. Ryan Butler 
James Mitchell 
Pieter Honig 
Austin Chase 
Will Mouracade 
Rowan Wiese 
Ryan Odsather 
Marcus Hall 
Chris Wilkins  
Wes Raley 

Crew 4 
 
Captain Sven Hall   
LT. Kaylee McClain 
LT. Brenda Beaty 
Eng. Nathan Palmer 
Quinn Simpson 
Andrew Kaiser 
Graham Dinkel 
E. Palmer 
Elijah Lotton 
Zach Orton 
Tatiana Taylor 
Starra Besh 
Spencer Marsh 
Harley Venrick 
Alex Konev  
Melissa Cunniff 
Pete Carpenter 
Madison Bouwens 
 

 
Affiliate Members 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Crew 1 
LT. Brian Dunlevy 
David Calvert 
Forrest Voss 
Jason Wilson 
Andrew Spencer 
Shelby Dolan 
Nate O’Lena 

Crew 2 
LT.  Robin Robbins 

Shannon Titzel 
David Meyer 
Sterling Anderson 
Brad Smothermon 
Tabitha Jordan 
 

Crew 3 
LT.  Danyell Bird 
Jason Fink 
Brian Coy 
Colt Coady 
Nikki Jeanson 

Crew 4 
LT. Molly Swanson  
Jamie Peacock 
Tatianna Martinez 
Rachel Moyer  
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Life Members still responding 
Chaplain Mark Roberts 

Claude Denver 
Gary Davis 

 

Members with administrative roles 
Jessica Della Croce 

Terry Drake 
 

Junior Members 
Kylie Grue 

Samuel Neff 
Caitlin Fueg 
Ethan Fox 

Mae Lawson 
Tristen Dector 
Natalie Grue 
Michael Ives 
Trenton Ives 

Russell Holden 
 

 

Responses and Staffing 
CVFRDs 104 members volunteered 61,148 hours and responded to 1110 calls for service which was once again an increase over the previous year. 

 Nearly 70% of incidents were EMS or rescue in nature.  
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Equipment 
 

CVFRD placed a new side-by side UTV in service. 
 

 
 

A 2020 Pumper\Tender is expected to arrive by release of this report and 
will respond from Station 33.  

 

 

CVFRD was fortunate to receive one of the newest Mobile Intensive Care 
Units in the Anchorage Area Wide EMS ambulance fleet in 2020. 
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Facilities 
 

CVFRD currently maintains 5 stations strategically located with apparatus placement based on geography, population and target hazards. 
  

 
 
 



Chugiak Volunteer Fire & Rescue 2020 Annual Report                                                       9 
 

 
 
 

                
                                                                                 Station 31                                                                                                                                                                                                Station 32 

                                                 
                                                                   Station 33                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            Station 34 

 

 
Station 35 
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Training 
 

CVFRD is benefitting from several new State or National credentials conferred upon its members this year, including: 
9 - Firefighter I 
5- Firefighter II  

1 - Emergency Medical Technicians 
4 - Emergency Medical Technician II 

1 - Fire Officer II 
1 - Fire Service Instructor 

1 -Paramedic 
 
 

A grand total of 7362 training hours were achieved internally, in addition to a significant amount of training done outside of CVFR by our members. 
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Training cont… 
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Awards 
 

All of our members sacrifice much in order to serve the communities that make up the Chugiak Fire Service Area. Every year, efforts to recognize individuals are 
tougher because so many stand out. The intent of our Annual Installation Ceremony and Awards Banquet is to give something back to every member in the form 

of an evening of celebration where we recognize the members, their families and our community. 
 

The 3nd Annual CVFR Installation Ceremony and Awards Banquet was held virtually on February 26th and the following awards were presented: 
 

 

Peer Award – Shannon Titzel 
Junior FF of the Year - Mae Lawson 
Rookies of the Year – Shannon Titzel & Amber Havoc 
Most Photogenic – Ryan Odsather 
EMS Provider of the Year – Shannon Titzel 
Firefighter of the Year – Amber Havoc  
Company Officer of the Year – Jesse Lynch 
Member of the Year – Robin Robbins 

 

 

 
Length of Service: 

10 Years 
Wes Raley 

Jessica Della Croce 
 

5 Years 
Zach Sullivan 
Keith Koehler 
Jesse Lynch 

Zak Overmyer 
Brenda Beaty 
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The CVFR Meritorious Service Medal was awarded to Lisa Ingulli for her “tireless efforts including countless days and nights” ensuring the responders of 

CVFR were equipped with Personal Protective Equipment throughout the year. 
 

 
 

 
 

Craig Lance was presented a plaque in appreciation of his 9 years of service 
to the Chugiak Fire Service Area Board of Supervisors. 

 

 
 

 
 

Bella Vista Ristorante in Peters Creek was recognized as the Community 
Supporter of the Year for their dedication to serving the Community and in 

particular for their significant support to CVFRD in 2020. 
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Junior Firefighters 
 

The Junior program at CVFR has historically produced some of the finest responders currently on the roster. We are grateful to Jessica Della Croce 
for “advising” this group of youngsters and are happy to continue this tradition. 

 

                                            

 
 

Community Outreach 
 

CVFRDs community outreach efforts were not curtailed in 2020. Command Staff attended virtual meetings of the Birchwood and Chugiak Community Councils. 
Each crew created, and the department compiled and released a “Virtual Open House” video. Additionally, our Fire Prevention Week efforts saw CVFRD create a 
“Cooking Safety” video which was shared and released by the Anchorage School District as well as other local private schools and organizations. We were overly 

joyed to have conducted “Birthday Parades” during the month of April for the youth who were unable to celebrate.  

 
     Stop-Drop- Roll                                                                   Firefighter Familiarization 
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Cooking with Sparky 

 

 
 

Happy Birthday! 
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Community Support 
 

CVFRD is grateful to all of the groups, families and individuals who help us in carrying out our mission.  
 

 
 
 

                                                                                
 

                     Representative Cathy Tilton                                                                                                            Chugiak Cafe                                                                                                                                   Fraternal Order of Eagles                                                 
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Annual Focus 

The Command Staff and Company Officers of CVFR have forged an annual 

focus for each year since 2018. This is achieved at the first meeting of each 

year after the newly elected officers are seated. These themes do not 

replace the previous, they are added to complement each other and to 

remind our responders that everything we do at CVFR is an effort to carry 

out the mission which is to serve the citizens of Chugiak, Birchwood, Peters 

Creek and Eklutna and all areas in between. This report includes each 

previous theme as well as examples of what we’ve done each year to keep 

the focus.   

2020 
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2019 
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2018 
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The Installation Ceremony in February witnessed three new officers accepting leadership roles along with several returning to accept the 2021 challenge to:  

 

 

 

 

Chief Tim Benningfield 
 

 
 

Assistant Chief John Della Croce 
Assistant Chief Zach Sullivan 

 

 
 
 

 

CREW 1 

 
 

Captain 1 – Brenda Beaty 

 
Lieutenant 1 – Haylee Huck 
Lieutenant 5 – Danyell Bird 

Lieutenant 9 - Kit McCutcheon 

CREW 2 

 
 

Captain 2 – Keith Koehler 

 
Lieutenant 2 – Tim Robbins 

Lieutenant 6 – Shannon Titzel 
Lieutenant 10 – Robin Robbins 

CREW 3 

 
 

Captain 3 – Jesse Lynch 

 
Lieutenant 3 – Amber Havoc 
Lieutenant 7 – Ryan Butler 

Lieutenant 11 – Mallory Garbe 

CREW 4 

 
 

Captain 4 – Sven Hall 

 
Lieutenant 4 – Zach Orton 

Lieutenant 8 – Kaylee McClain 
Lieutenant 12 – Molly Swanson 


